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Ethics and Transparency



Campaign Finance Ethics

There is no exact definition for this. However, Ethics is 
defined as:

Moral principles that govern a person's behavior or the 
conducting of an activity.

Campaign finance as it relates is the principles in 
conducting the funding of a campaign for elected office.



Political Action Committee

Not the sinister specter that they are made out to be.

1. General Purpose – like Sharpstown, ROAD Women, etc…

2. Specific Cause – Cancer Research, Climate Change…

3. Election/Candidate specific – Friends of … 



Super PAC

A type of independent political action committee 
which may raise unlimited sums of money from 
corporations, unions, and individuals but is not 
permitted to contribute to or coordinate directly with 
parties or candidates.



Dark Money is a 
big issue because 
it hides donors! 





There are specific 
Federal limits
For campaign 
donations. 



Individual contributions
Can be tracked. 









What is Dark Money?

Dark Money refers to political spending meant to influence the decision 
of a voter, where the donor is not disclosed and the source of the 
money is unknown. Depending upon the circumstances, Dark Money 
can refer to funds spent by a political nonprofit or a super PAC. Here’s 
how:

•Political nonprofits are under no legal obligation to disclose their 
donors. When they choose not to, they are considered Dark Money 
groups.

•Super PACs can also be considered Dark Money groups in certain 
situations. While these organizations are legally required to disclose 
their donors, they can accept unlimited contributions from political 
non-profits and “shell” corporations who may not have disclosed their 
donors, in these cases they are considered Dark Money groups.



QUESTIONS?


